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Improvisation and drama books for ELT: 

Maley, A. and Duff, A. (1985). Drama Techniques in Language Learning, new ed.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

One of two indispensable titles for any ELT teacher interested in drama techniques in the classroom. Includes 

nearly 40 pages of background information and considerations to help teachers understand the pedagogy of drama 

in the classroom.  Clear instructions and remarks plus cross-referencing between the 200+ ready-to-use activities 

make the book user-friendly. 

 

Wilson, K. (2012). Drama and Improvisation. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 The other indispensable title. In addition to simple drama, it also specifically addresses the issue of 

improvisation in ELT and many ‘problems’ one imagines: shy students, improvising at low levels, error correction, 

etc. Lots of short activities ranging from 5-30 minutes.  One that I personally go back to again and again. 

 

Improvisation activity resources: 

http://improvencyclopedia.org/ 

 A fantastic resource site with more than 500 activities and exercises organised in around 30 categories (ice-

breakers, warm-ups, groups, etc.). Users can search or browse by activity type. Although aimed mainly at 

improvisers, the site highlights activities useful in other situations (such as language class!) 

 

Bernardi, P. (1992). Improvisation Starters. Cincinatti, OH: Betterway Books. 

 Like the title says, this book contains starters (900 of them!) to get a scene going. The starters can be used 

as-is and simply supplemented with language work for the ELT classroom. A very user-friendly resource book even 

though it is not specifically aimed at language teachers. 

 

Improvisation theater theory (often with activities, many of which can be adapted to the classroom):  

Johnstone, K. (1981). Impro: Improvisation and the Theatre. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.  

 A witty and poignant first chapter about the author’s own experience with learning in the traditional school 

system. Four chapters follow, each on a different aspect of improvisation theater. The chapter on spontaneity is 

particularly interesting. 

 

Johnstone, K. (1999). Impro for Storytellers. London: Faber and Faber Limited. 

 Lots of ideas for activities and theatre games, interspersed with theatre theory. Not all are appropriate for 

the language classroom as they particularly deal with developing improvisational theatre skills. Some can be used as-

is and many can be adapted with a little creativity.  

 

Spolin, V. (1999). Improvisation for the Theater, 3rd ed. Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press.  

 A seminal text in modern improvisational theater, with more than 200 exercises. Many activities specifically 

develop theatrical skills, but some can be refocused to better suit the language classroom. Recommended for those 

who want to know more about the how and why of improvisational theater techniques and exercises. 
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